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ARTIKIRLOSKAR, artistand conyvener of the Kirloskar Vasundhara International Film Festival

Youth have a lot of energy, are commltted and also idealistic’

Arti Kirloskarisanartistand
the convener ofthe Kirloskar
Vasundhara International
Film Festival. She spoke to
Prachi Bari todiscussmore
about the festivaland Pune,
where the festival is held
every vear.

What kind of change have you
noﬁoa_din._the city since you
started the film festival?
Wearebeing the catalystand
platform for bringing people,
policy makers together totry
and tackle the problem of
environment and lack of
cleaniness. Now after 12
years, instead of trying to
only creating awareness, we
aretrying to be action-ori-
ented and thus, this year we

have avariety of allied activi-
ties with the film festival.
Overthelast few years, we
have brought partners from
abroad who have helped grow
this festival.

What kind of change has this
festival brought in you?
Thave gained alotof friends
fromacross thecountry. It
has made me change; made
meaware of what changes 1

need todo in my housein

order to beeco-friendly. T
spreadthe wordas much and
learnalot moreabout the

‘environment and Earth.

The film festival wants to involve
alot of youth? Your comment?
Wearetrying to bring the

youthand getthem involved
since the past three years.
Youth havea lot more energy
and who are committed and
arealsoidealistic.

They want tomake the
change and have fire in their
bellies sowe want to kindle
thefire. We have alot of
seminars and activi-
tiesrelated to
'River'or'Alter-
natetoSand' at
Sinhgad College
of Architec-
ture. Besides
fhis, there will
be poster com-
petition, puppet
show onriver
pollution =~ _
by 'Bal- 27

ranjan', Signing Campaign
for youngsters by KOEL and
street play on environmental
issues.

As a film festival, have you man-
aged to make a difference?
Anumberof people said that
the films that they
+ watchedin the film festi-

val affected themand
made them focus on

the environment.
. Besides, thediscus-
sion with filmmalk-
' erspostthescreen-
// ingbringsfortha
. lotofinterestfrom
young mothers,
teachersteach-
ingenvi-
- ronment
1

asasubject. We have seen tre-
mendous response and much

larger interest in tiey Il cities
and rural areas.

As an artist, have you thought of
bringing artists to be involved in
the festival?

Yes, T have approached artists
who work withalotofrecy-
cled productsbuttheyneeda
lot of resources whichisalit-
tle difficult for us. But we
havestarted ‘Eco bazaar'
where we getartisans and
local produce, resources to
showcase their eco-friendly
solutions, We alsofeel that
recycling material ismuch
moretrendier and fashiona-
bleandiscatching upquite
well.




